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(54) System for the optical indentif ication of coding on a diagnostic test strip 



(57) Disclosed is an automated method for reading 
a test strip for the analysis of one or more analyte in a 
liquid test sample. The method involves the spectropho- 
tometric reading of a test strip which bears at least two 
marker fields on its surface which are capable of reflect- 
ing light at different spectral regions from each other. 
The reading means of the spectrophotometer is pro- 



grammed to discern information concerning the strip, 
such as what analyte the strip is designed to detect, 
from the sequences of spectral classifications by spec- 
tral reflectancy measurements of the strip's marker 
fields. 
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